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This April 18, 2013 file photo shows mangled debris of a West Fertilizer Companys fertilizer plant a day after an explosion leveled the plant in West, Texas. Burglars occasionally sneaked into the plant in the years before its deadly explosion last month sometimes looking for a chemical fertilizer that can be used to make methamphetamine, according to local law enforcement records. (Charlie Riedel, File/Associated Press)



GUEST SPEAKER:








Kurt S. Yoshii, P.E., G.E.


Ninyo & Moore Geotechnical and Environmental Sciences Consultants








TOPIC:  “Geotechnical Liability in Design and Construction”











ABOUT TODAY’S SPEAKER:





Mr. Kurt Yoshii is a Principal Engineer at Ninyo & Moore and has been with the firm since 1995.  He is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley and is a licensed Civil Engineer in the States of California, Nevada and Utah, and a licensed Geotechnical Engineer in California. His experience includes geotechnical design and construction projects for both public and private agencies.  He also serves as an expert witness for forensic and litigation projects.





Mr. Yoshii is involved in many professional organizations and is a member of American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), American Public Works Association (APWA), American Concrete Institute (ACI), Construction Management Association of America (CMAA), and the Asian American Architects/Engineers Association (AAa/e), where he served as the 2007 President.  Mr. Yoshii also serves as a subject matter expert in Geotechnical Engineering for the California Board of Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists.
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CHAPTER MEETINGS


WHEN: 	2nd Wednesday of every month      


		(Except December!)


TIME: 		11:30 A.M.(check-in) – 1:00 P.M.			


WHERE:	LAWRY’S THE PRIME RIB	


 		4043 Howard Hughes 


		Las Vegas, NV 89109


PRICE:	$25.00  Members includes  lunch


		$35.00  Non-Members &  non or late RSVP Members


Luncheons now begin at 11:45 sharp!





Please RSVP online by noon the Monday before the meeting! No RSVP means a $35.00 luncheon price!















































General Calendar


Luncheons and Special Events








*5/11 - 	SNCA Day of Service 


             with Leukemia & Lymphoma Society


Red Rock Hotel & Casino





*5/17 - 	SNCA Annual Charity Golf Tournament


Badlands Golf Club





*6/12 - 	Jeff Lomprey


	North Las Vegas Fire Department


TOPIC: Fire Investigations and the Adjuster





*7/10 - 	Dr. Edson Erkulvrwater


TOPIC: Pain Management





*7/13 - 	SNCA 1st Annual Charity Billiards Tournament





*8/14 - 	Mayor Carolyn Goodman


TOPIC: State of the City





*8/23 - 	Annual Charity Bowling Tournament


            South Point Hotel & Casino





*9/11 - 	Lane Swainston


	Swainston Consulting Group


TOPIC: Aerial Photography and Imagery





*9/11 - 	Charity Putting Event


	Angel Park Golf Club





*10/9 - 	TBA


TOPIC: TBA





*11/13 - 	Pete Fowler 


TOPIC: TBA





INTERESTED IN BEING ONE OF OUR LUNCHEON SPEAKERS, KNOW OF A GREAT SPEAKER OR HAVE AN IDEA FOR A TOPIC?  LET US KNOW! EMAIL:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:amanda@nevadaclaims.org" ��amanda@nevadaclaims.org�





Treasurer’s Report





Current Bank Balance      	$21,514.95


Change                             	$     100.00      


Total         			$21,614,95





President’s Corner


We hope you are all signed up for the 2013 SNCA Annual Charity Golf Tournament which is being held next Friday May 17 at Badlands with a 1:30pm shotgun start.  There are still some spots open to play golf and there may be one or two more sponsorship opportunities available but I would suggest you hurry up and sign up or see Ryan McLaughlin for additional details.  And of course, if you want to volunteer or come out just for the dinner, you can do that as well.  Dinner costs $35.00 while it is only $100.00 to play golf which includes dinner.  We are very excited about this event.  IT WILL BE A LOT OF FUN!!!  See you at Badlands next Friday!!


  


Other events on the SNCA calendar include our 1st Annual Billiards event to be held on Saturday July 13 at 1pm.  We will be playing at Club Charleston located at 5740 W. Charleston.  We are excited to bring this new event to our membership and look forward to a fun afternoon on the pool tables.





Our Annual Charity Bowling event will be held at the South Point bowling lanes this year on Friday August 23.  We are at a new venue this year but promise the same old fashion fun to be had by everyone.  We plan a great afternoon of bowling, pizza and fun. 





We are also set to hold our annual Charity Putting Event held in conjunction with our partners at the Las Vegas Insurance Professionals (LVIP).  We are set to hit the greens on the afternoon of Friday September 13 at Angel Park with a dinner to follow in the Angel Park clubhouse.





And last, but not least, AND actually the very next thing on the SNCA calendar is our annual day of service.  The 2nd Annual Southern Nevada Claims Association Day of Service will be held this Saturday May 11.  We are volunteering for one of our 2013 charities, the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society (LLS).  We need volunteers to be at the Red Rock Resort this Saturday beginning at 9:30am.  We will help LLS set up for their silent auction; build centerpieces; and assist with the décor.  It will be a fun and fast paced environment.  If interested, please see me today at the luncheon or call or e-mail me ASAP so we can add your name to the list of volunteers.   The LLS is a great organization and is very near and dear to one of our SNCA board members so this is our way of giving back to our community.  We hope you can join us on Saturday.





What a busy calendar!!  We are very happy to be able to present all these great events to our membership and hope you will enjoy them as much as we will.





Thank you for attending and have a great month.  See you soon!!





Jim DeFrates


President








Former Giants LB Charged With Workers' Comp Fraud


Marcus Buckley hasn’t played for the National Football League (NFL) since 1999 but is reportedly still cashing in on the game that made him a star. Authorities have charged the former New York Giants linebacker with wire fraud and money laundering in connection with a scheme that may have defrauded a Sacramento, Calif. insurer out of more than a million dollars.


Buckley, who played seven seasons for the New York Giants, allegedly filed false workers' compensation claims with Gallagher Bassett Services Inc. for football-related stress injuries. The insurer paid the 42-year-old resident of Weatherford, Texas over $1.5 million in benefits to which he was not entitled. 


But Buckley did not act alone. Authorities believe he conspired with Kimberly Jones, a claims adjuster at Gallagher Bassett. Consequently, Jones has also been charged.


According to the U.S. attorney's office, Buckley is expected to appear in U.S. District Court in Texas within a couple of weeks. Stay tuned for updates.





Texas Fertilizer Plant that Blew Up Had Only $1M Policy


The Texas fertilizer plant that exploded last month, killing 14 people, injuring more than 200 others and causing tens of millions of dollars in damage to the surrounding area had only $1 million in liability coverage, lawyers said.


Tyler lawyer Randy C. Roberts said he and other attorneys who have filed lawsuits against West Fertilizer’s owners were told that the plant carried only $1 million in liability insurance. Brook Laskey, an attorney hired by the plant’s insurer to represent West Fertilizer Co., confirmed the amount Saturday in an email to The Associated Press, after the Dallas Morning News first reported it.


 “The bottom line is, this lack of insurance coverage is just consistent with the overall lack of responsibility we’ve seen from the fertilizer plant, starting from the fact that from day one they have yet to acknowledge responsibility,” Roberts said.


Roberts said he expects the plant’s owner to ask a judge to divide the $1 million in insurance money among the plaintiffs, several of whom he represents, and then file for bankruptcy.


He said he wasn’t surprised that the plant was carrying such a small policy.


“It’s rare for Texas to require insurance for any kind of hazardous activity,” he said. “We have very little oversight of hazardous activities and even less regulation.”


On April 17, a fire at the West Fertilizer Co. in West, a town 70 miles (110 kilometers) south of Dallas, was quickly followed by an earth-shaking explosion that left a 90-foot (27-meter) wide crater and damaged homes, schools and nursing home within a 37-block blast zone. Among those killed were 10 emergency responders.


State and federal investigators haven’t determined what caused the blast.


The plant had reported just months before the blast that it had the capacity to store 270 tons of ammonium nitrate, but it was unknown how much was there at the time of the explosion.


Lawyers will look for any other assets the company might have and search for other responsible parties, he said.











  “Like” us on Facebook and get $5 off your next luncheon!  Remember to “Like” our page and join our LinkedIn group to receive updates on our most current information!





Police Ticket 100 Red Light Runners in North Las Vegas One Day Blitz


Police in North Las Vegas say 100 motorists were cited for running red lights, and another 36 got summonses for distracted driving or talking on their cellphones during a one-day ticketing blitz focusing on some of the city’s busiest intersections.


In all, police from several nearby cities issued 281 citations to motorists in North Las Vegas during the April 12 intersection safety event.


Officer Chrissie Coon says nearly 100 other tickets were issued for registration, equipment, insurance and license violations.


The results in North Las Vegas were reported days after police in Henderson said 520 drivers were ticketed for running red lights during a three-week enforcement effort in that city.


Both efforts were funded by “Joining Forces” grants from the state Department of Public Safety’s Office of Traffic Safety.














Greater Accident Risk for Senior Drivers With Pets in Car





Senior drivers who always take a pet in the car are at increased risk for being involved in a motor vehicle collision, said University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) researchers.


In a study published in Accident Analysis and Prevention on May 2, 2013, the research team said both overall and at-fault crash rates for drivers 70 years of age or older were higher for those whose pet habitually rode with them.


 “This is the first study to evaluate the presence of pets in a vehicle as a potential internal distraction for elderly drivers,” said Gerald McGwin, Ph.D., a professor in the Departments of Epidemiology, Ophthalmology and Surgery and senior author of the study. “The increased crash rate for elderly drivers who always drive with pets is important in the context of increasing driver awareness about potentially dangerous driving habits.”


Distracted driving has become a focal point for the National Highway Safety Traffic Administration and is defined as anything that could potentially remove a driver’s eyes from the road, their hands from the steering wheel or their concentration from the task of driving.


The authors report that cell phone use has received the most attention, which has led some states to enact legislation controlling their use. Currently Hawaii is the only state that specifically restricts drivers from having a pet in the lap. Arizona, Connecticut and Maine have broader laws restricting behavior or activities that could potentially distract a driver; such laws could be applicable to pets in a vehicle.


“There is no direct evidence that driving with pets is or is not a threat to public safety, however, indirect evidence exists based on distracted driving research on texting, eating or interacting with electronics or even other passengers,” said McGwin. “And there are certainly anecdotal reports in the news media of crashes and even fatalities caused by drivers distracted by a pet in the vehicle.”


The authors suggest that when confronted with an increased cognitive or physical workload while driving, elderly drivers have exhibited slower cognitive performance and delayed response times in comparison to younger age groups.


“Adding another distracting element, especially an active, potentially moving animal, provides more opportunity for an older driver to respond to a driving situation in a less than satisfactory way,” said McGwin. “Regulations in this area might be warranted, particularly if our findings are replicated by others.”


The study, conducted in the Clinical Research Unit in the UAB Department of Ophthalmology, enrolled 2,000 community-dwelling (those who do not live in assisted living or nursing homes) licensed drivers age 70 and older, of whom 691 had pets. Study subjects took a survey on driving habits, and those with pets were asked about the frequency of driving with pets. Participants also underwent visual sensory and higher-order visual processing testing.


The crash risk for drivers who always drove with their pets was double that of drivers who never drove with a pet, while crash rates for those who sometimes or rarely drove with pets were consistent with the rates for non-pet owners.


More than half the pet owners said they took their pet with them in the car at least occasionally, usually riding on the front passenger seat or in the back seat.


“That is consistent with previous studies looking at all drivers, which indicate that slightly more than half of all drivers take a pet with them at times,” said McGwin. “And it’s interesting to note that earlier surveys indicate that 83 percent of those surveyed agreed that an unrestrained dog was likely dangerous in a moving vehicle, yet only 16 percent have ever used any type of restraint on their own pet.”


Given the current debate about all types of distracted driving, the study authors suggest that further study of pet-related distracted driving behaviors among older drivers, as well as younger populations, with respect to driver safety and performance is warranted to appropriately inform the need for policy regulation on this issue.

















Remember:  


Payment for the Annual Charity Golf Tournament is due now!  











