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GUEST SPEAKER:





Jay Kramarczyk





TOPIC:  “Commercial Kitchen Fires”











Jay Kramarczyk is a licensed Fire Protection Engineer with Phoenix Investigations & Engineering specializing in the forensic evaluation of fire protection and mechanical systems.  He has an undergraduate degree in mechanical engineering and a Master of Science degree in fire protection engineering.  





Aside from providing training classes nationwide, he regularly performs forensic evaluations of insurance claims dealing with commercial kitchen fires, fire sprinklers, fire alarms, and fire-rated construction.  He is a dynamic speaker and looks forward to meeting you at this seminar.





Today’s seminar will include a discussion of the unique aspects of restaurant kitchen fires, including the various causes and a number of fire spread issues as well as the various cooking equipment, ventilation system, and the chemical fire suppression systems.  These types of restaurant kitchen fires are often complex and involve numerous avenues of potential subrogation and liability that will be discussed.
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CHAPTER MEETINGS


WHEN: 	2nd Wednesday of every month      


		(Except December!)


TIME: 		11:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.			


WHERE:	LAWRY’S THE PRIME RIB	


 		4043 Howard Hughes 


		Las Vegas, NV 89109


PRICE:	$25.00  Members includes  lunch


		$35.00  Non-Members &  non or late RSVP Members





Please RSVP online by noon the Monday before the meeting!















































General Calendar


Luncheons and Special Events


2013


*1/9 - 	Jay Kramarczyk


Phoenix Investigations


TOPIC: Investigating Commercial Kitchen Fires





*2/13 - 	Joe Nowikowski


EFI Global, Inc.


TOPIC: Electrical Fundamentals





*3/13 -  Sgt. Richard Strader


	LVMPD


	TOPIC:  Accident Investigations





*4/10 - 	Jennifer Kissel-Morales


Alverson Taylor Law Group


TOPIC: TBA





*5/8 - 	Kurt Yoshii


Ninyo & Moore


TOPIC: TBA





INTERESTED IN BEING ONE OF OUR LUNCHEON SPEAKERS, KNOW OF A GREAT SPEAKER OR HAVE AN IDEA FOR A TOPIC?  LET US KNOW! EMAIL:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:amanda@nevadaclaims.org" ��amanda@nevadaclaims.org�








Treasurer’s Report


Current Bank Balance      	$13,469.77


Change                             	$     100.00      


Total         			$13,569.77





President’s Corner


 On behalf of the entire Board of Directors of the Southern Nevada Claims Association, I would like to wish each and every one of you a very Happy New Year and much happiness, good health and success in 2013!


As we turn the calendar to January and the year 2013, we are excited to bring to you, our loyal members, another great year of monthly luncheons, fun networking events, and charitable causes to support with us.  We already have exciting speakers set through May 2013 as we will hear about Electrical fundamentals in February and Accident Investigation from a Metro Police Sgt in March.  We will hear from two local attorneys in April and from a Geotechnical and Environmental Services company in May.  As always, if you are interested in hearing a specific topic or speaker, please let us know.


Your board of directors held our 1st board meeting of the New Year on January 8 and have plenty of things planned for the Association this year.  Our first event will be our golf outing planned for late April at Badlands.  More details to follow soon.  We also plan on continuing with our tradition of bowling in the summer and putting in the fall.  Our Holiday Party will be back in December and this year, we are planning two new events to bring to our membership.  We are in the process of scheduling a Pool Tournament for early June and a Wine Bar Mixer for September.    Stay tuned for more details and exact dates.


Starting with this January meeting, we are also making changes to our luncheon start time.  We will have check-in and networking starting at 11:30am and the meeting portion will now start at 11:45am with our speaker beginning at 12noon.  This will allow our speakers more time to present to us and we are excited that several of the speakers we have lined up this year will be offering CE credits.  


The board has decided on two charities this year that we will promote throughout the year at all of our events.  The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and Opportunity Village have been chosen as the SNCA’s 2013 Charities of the Year.  We plan to hear from both organizations throughout the year and much like we have done in the past, we will present each charity with a check at our Holiday Party.  We also plan to have our 2nd Annual Day of Service in 2013 with details on this fun day(s) of giving back to be announced soon.


We are excited about the New Year and the events we have planned for our membership.  We appreciate everyone’s involvement in the Association as we try to make 2013 the best year yet!  Please continue to visit our website:  NevadaClaims.org for all the important details concerning the SNCA.   In addition, the SNCA will soon have our own Facebook page so you will want to “like” us on Facebook to stay on top of all the news from the SNCA.  


Jim DeFrates 


President











More about our Brand New Event Sponsor


Servpro is a 24/7/365 Disaster Recovery Team specializing in Catastrophic Large Loss Mitigation & Remediation.  A leader in Water Damage Restoration, Servpro knows fast mitigation is the key to limiting business interruption.  With an unmatched national footprint of over 1,600 Franchises, Servpro’s Disaster Recovery Team can provide trained crews faster to any size disaster and can be on-site within a few hours to help reduce future damage that water can cause with the right equipment, procedures and training to help ensure the structure is dry the first time, saving you time and money.  


Storm Response:  Servpro has mobilization teams across the country to travel as needed to support recovery after large loss storm events.  Strategically positioned, 1-800-Servpro offers centralized reporting, Storm Monitor Technology providing loss tracking and reporting.  


Fire Restoration Services:  Detailed Cleaning, Selective Demolition, Pack Outs, Air Flow Management, Deodorization.  No damage too big with Servpro’s experience in mitigating fire damages ranging from small offices to skyscrapers – even the Pentagon.  


Servpro Franchise Professionals have access to more than 10,000 trained personnel, over 140,000 pieces of restoration equipment, over 7,000 vehicles, making us “Ready for whatever happens”.  Best of our best, Servpro’s Large Loss Response Team recruited to serve your commercial large loss needs.  Elite group of large loss specialists, pre-qualified and strategically positioned throughout the United States.








$300K Damage in Fire at Nevada Auto Body Shop


Clark County, Nev., firefighters say a blaze that caused about $300,000 in damage to an auto body shop likely started from welding.


Authorities say one male employee received minor injuries in the fire reported about 9 p.m. Tuesday on Pinks Place.


Crews say they believe the fire started in a vehicle before spreading rapidly through the garage, which is located near Desert Inn Road west of Interstate 15.


Firefighters say they were able to prevent the flames from spreading to the office of the building and nearby businesses.








GM Recalls 69,000 Vehicles that Could Roll Away


General Motors is recalling more than 69,000 full-size trucks and vans globally that could roll away after being parked due to a potential steering column defect, the automaker said on Friday.


The vehicles may have been built with a fractured park lock cable or a malformed steering column lock actuator gear, and could roll away after the driver has exited the vehicle, according to documents filed with the U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.


GM said most of the affected vehicles are believed to be still on dealer lots or in transit to dealers. It said it was not aware of any crashes or injuries related to the defect.


Only about one in 1,000 of the recalled vehicles are expected to have the defect, it said.


About 55,000 of the vehicles in the recall are in the United States, 6,310 are in Canada and 7,084 are exports, GM said. Another 670 are in Mexico.


Affected vehicles include certain 2013-model Cadillac Escalade, Escalade EXT and Escalade ESV SUVs; Chevrolet Express vans, Silverado and Avalanche pickup trucks, and Tahoe and Suburban SUVs; and GMC Savanna vans, Sierra pickup trucks, and Yukon and Yukon XL SUVs, GM said.


If the steering column defect is present, a driver could shift from “park” while the key is removed from the ignition or the key is in the “off” position, GM said. The transmission also could be shifted out of “park” with application of the brake pedal while the key is in the “off” position, or the key may be rotated to the “off” position and removed while the shifter is not in “park.”


GM said the steering column will be replaced if necessary at no cost to the vehicle owner. Letters are expected to be mailed to vehicle owners alerting them to the recall beginning Jan. 22.








Finder of Lost Diamond Ring Sues Owner for Reward





An eastern Missouri woman who was arrested after finding a $20,000 diamond ring in a tanning salon and keeping it for nearly a month has filed suit against the owner, claiming she was cheated out of a $3,000 reward.





Bonnie Land, of St. Charles, said she always intended to return the ring but forgot to leave it at the front desk as she left The Tan Company on May 9, then didn’t know what to do when she discovered it in a jacket pocket a few weeks later.





“I’m not a thief; the worst thing I think I’ve ever done is speeding,” Land, 34, told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. “But this called my whole character into question.”





Her lawsuit against the ring’s owner, Melisa Boucek, seeks more than $66,500 for breach of contract, fraud and damages.


 


The stealing charge against Land has been deferred by the St. Charles County prosecutor in part because the ring was returned, but the case could proceed later.





Land said she found the ring – a two-carat yellow diamond surrounded by 27 smaller white diamonds – hanging on a hook in a spray-tan room that Boucek had also used. She said she put it in a jacket pocket and left the salon after her tanning session without remembering to leave it at the desk.





Boucek reported the loss to police after workers at the salon told her they couldn’t find the ring. Officers interviewed employees and customers who had used the room where Boucek left her ring. But no one contacted Land because she had moved, and the business didn’t have her new address.





Land said she forgot about the ring until finding it in her jacket pocket a few weeks later while on a trip to Minnesota.





“I felt so guilty about having it that I just rolled it up in some tissue and put it in a back pocket of my purse,” she said. “I didn’t know how to take it back.”





On June 7, Land went to the salon for another tanning session and saw a sign with a picture of the ring offering a $3,000 reward for its return. She and Boucek arranged to meet the next day at a jewelry store where the ring had been appraised.





Boucek had alerted authorities, and police were at the store. Land was taken in for questioning, and about six weeks later, she was charged with stealing.





Boucek, of St. Charles, has declined to comment on the lawsuit.





St. Charles police Detective Mike Myers, who investigated the case, said the matter could have been resolved easily had the ring’s discovery been reported to salon employees.





“It was found in a room that only was used by one person at a time,” Myers said. “Even if it was a week later, why not just go back to the place and say, ‘Hey, has anybody reported this missing?”’











Spotlight on the SNCA Board:  Jim DeFrates





This month’s spotlight is on your fantastic SNCA President, Jim DeFrates.  





Jim began his Claims career with Crawford & Company here in Las Vegas before transferring to Oregon.  He then took his adjusting talents to Custard Insurance Adjusters in Northern Nevada before landing at NV Energy, formerly Nevada Power Company, in Las Vegas.  


Jim has been a member of the SNCA for many years.  So many years, in fact, that he remembers meeting at the Italian American Club, Big Dogs, and at the Rio!   Jim says that it has been an honor to serve on the board for the SNCA and now as the President of this great Association.  He is pleased to have met you all throughout the years and appreciates the relationships developed and the friendships gained.








Top 10 Most Ridiculous Lawsuits of 2012: ILR


A lawsuit by a driver who pleaded guilty to driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs and then sued a victim that he killed tops the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform’s (ILR) survey of the Top Ten Most Ridiculous Lawsuits of 2012.


“Abuse of our legal system is no joke, and these examples range from the outrageous to the absurd,” said ILR President Lisa A. Rickard. “This poll reminds us that as a society, we sue too much. In turn, these abusive lawsuits inflict harm on lives, jobs, and our economic growth.”


ILR announced the Top Ten Most Ridiculous Lawsuits of 2012 from votes cast throughout the year by visitors to FacesOfLawsuitAbuse.org. The lawsuits were selected from those featured in the website’s monthly polls for 2012. The Faces of Lawsuit Abuse campaign is ILR’s public awareness effort created to highlight the impact of abusive lawsuits on small businesses, communities, and individuals.


The Top Ten Most Ridiculous Lawsuits of 2012 are:


Intoxicated Florida driver pleads guilty to manslaughter, then sues victim he killed.


Michigan woman files $5 million suit for the leftover gas still in her repossessed car.


13-year-old Little Leaguer sued by spectator who got hit with baseball.


Maximum security inmate who went to jail with five teeth sues prison for dental problems.


Anheuser Busch sued when longneck bottle used as weapon in bar fight.


National Football League fan sues Dallas Cowboys over hot bench.


California restaurateur sued for disabilities act violations in parking lot he doesn’t own.


Colorado man wins $7 million blaming illness on inhaling microwave popcorn fumes.


$1.7 billion suit claims City of Santa Monica wireless parking meters causing health problems.


Bay Area parents sue school after their son was kicked out of honors class for cheating.











